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Edna Lyle Sidell ‘59 
Barbara Moss Sieger ‘64 
Joe Swafford ‘51 
Laana Taylor ‘80 
Michael Thomas ‘70 
Margaret Rosen Tucker ‘65 
Diane Cutler Unger ‘65 
Rafael Valle ‘82 
Eugene Vicere ‘68 
Marguerite Wason ‘71 
Bill Weinig ‘56 
Barry & Rita Callen Wertlieb 
‘60 
Lois Watts White ‘51 
Douglas Windes ‘64 
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Young ‘64 
Bob Zeidner ‘70 
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The work wasn’t really much fun – the 
Kiwanians pretty much ordered us around, and 
they collected the parking fee and pointed the 
attendees toward us. We got the “privilege” of 
directing the cars into the appropriate rows, and 
eating the dust and stones thrown up by their 
tires from the unpaved lot. 

Even so, it was worth it to get inside after 
the lights went down to start the show. We, of 
course, got our pick of the cheap seats in the 
back rows, but that was fine. You could see 
pretty much everything from anywhere in the 
theatre. 

My very best memory of Shady Grove was the 
night when 
the DC5 
(that’s what 
we cool guys 
called them) 
came out on 
to the stage 
and were   all 
decked out in 
their British 
Invasion best. 

They just sat down and went to playing all of 
their hit songs. I found the actual playlist from 
that night on their website. 

       

 

EDITORIAL 
Winter Memories of Summertime Fun 
 

I know we’re all waiting to get our 
vaccinations and help end the coronavirus 
pandemic, but it still looks like another winter 
mostly masked, bubbled, and indoors. While I’m 
dealing with it o.k., I was out running recently (all 
bundled up) to get a break and I was listening to 
my oldies on my headset when “Glad All Over” 
by the Dave Clark Five came on. My mind was 
instantly sent back to that summer during my 
Blair years when that song topped the charts. 

Each summer, as a member of the Blair 
Key Club, I helped the Silver Spring Kiwanis 
park cars at Shady Grove Music Fair in 
Gaithersburg. In addition to getting paid (almost 
nothing) we got to watch the shows for free, and 
on Saturdays when we did two shows we could 
go eat at the famous Washingtonian Country 
Club luncheon buffet. 

Shady Grove was really out in the middle 
of nowhere back then, and in the early days was 
just a big tent with seating. They did, however 
get some pretty big stars to perform there, such 
as Duke Ellington (below, r), Tom Jones, The 
Supremes, The Temptations, and lots of other 
wonderful performers. 
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The Dave Clark 
Five Set List                                  

at Shady Grove Music Fair, 
Gaithersburg, MD, USA 
1. Can't You See That 

She's Mine? 
2. Glad All Over 
3. Any Way You Want It 
4. Bits and Pieces 
5. Over and Over 
6. Catch Us If You Can 
7. Because 
8. I Like It Like That 
9. Please Tell Me Why 
10. Do You Love Me? 

 

        Isn’t it amazing - 
and wonderful - how                                                                                                                    
just a few bars of a 
song more than 50                                                                                  
years old can trigger 
such vivid memories?                              
And those memories 
trigger others, and                                                                                   
the stories and images 
of what we often think 
of as a simpler, more 
innocent time comes 
flowing back to us 
again. 

      Back to Blair. 

 

 

https://www.setlist.fm/setlists/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html
https://www.setlist.fm/setlists/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html
https://www.setlist.fm/venue/shady-grove-music-fair-gaithersburg-md-usa-1bd77904.html
https://www.setlist.fm/venue/shady-grove-music-fair-gaithersburg-md-usa-1bd77904.html
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=bd96d96
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=bd96d96
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=1bd6c9ac
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=73d97e65
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=23d1902b
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=73d9425d
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=13d96d95
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=33d29875
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=3d96d97
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=13c7e9e5
https://www.setlist.fm/stats/songs/the-dave-clark-five-4bd6af66.html?songid=3d4bd47


        
  
  

 

“I grew up in small, all-black enclave of 
Montgomery County called Linden,” said Staley 
Jackson (’60). “I was the oldest of eight children 
my mother had. She was only 16 when I was 
born and she struggled to take care of me, so I 
was actually raised by grandparents.” 

Staley was among the first black students to 
participate in the integration of public schools in 
Montgomery County. “People think that after 
Brown vs Board of Education in 1954 all of the 
schools in Montgomery County became fully 
integrated,” Staley told us recently. “But that 

wasn’t the case. 
The schools 
were integrated 
gradually, over a 
period of years. 
So I really didn’t 
go to school with 

whites until I started at Montgomery Hills 
Junior High. I was very small, so I didn’t play 
any sports in junior high. I did find out that I had 
a knack for math and was a good student. In 9th 
grade I started taking the CP (College 
Preparatory) classes. That was kind of ironic 
since going to college never even occurred to 
me, it was so far out of reach. And I didn’t have 
another black person in any of my CP classes. I 
have to say that this was when my ability to 
focus and achieve goals really started. I was 
determined to show that I was just as smart as 
the white kids. ” 

His Blair Years 

 “When I got to Blair I was still only 
all of 5 feet tall and weighed just 
over 100 pounds,” he laughed. 
“Football and basketball weren’t 
options for me, so I tried out for the 

wrestling team and made it in the 105 pound 
class. I wound up winning the championship all 
three years at Blair.” 

We asked Staley if he felt any discrimination or 
isolation at Blair, being one of the few black 
students. 

 

 

 
 

“Not at all. In fact, looking back on it, I’d say that 
Blair was one of the few experiences in my 
entire life where I didn’t encounter 
any discrimination. It helped that I 
had some other black friends at 
Blair, especially people like Melvin 
Lewis. Playing sports definitely 
helped me gain acceptance, and 
even a little bit of fame, if that’s the right word,” 
he continued. “But I cannot recall a single 
incident at Blair where the color of my skin was 
an issue.” 

By his junior year at Blair Staley had grown 
stronger, and he played both baseball and 
football, as well as wrestling 

 
Perhaps more importantly, he continued to 
thrive as a student. “My grades were pretty good 
at Blair, and I found that science, as well as 
math, came easily to me, he recalled. “Still, 
college was just a dream until a wrestling 
referee who worked in both the college and high 
school levels recommended me to the wrestling 
coach at Howard University. They accepted me 
to Howard.” 

“I can vividly remember that one of the proudest 
days of my life was walking down the hall at Blair 
and getting to the big poster they put up each 
year with the list of seniors who had been 
accepted to college. I looked up and saw my 
name,” Staley said wistfully. “I realized later on 
that I was probably the first black student in 
Blair’s history to go to college. There had been 
a few other blacks to attend Blair before me, but 
none went from Blair on to college. Many quit 
school before even graduating because they 
had to work to help out with their families.” 

 

Cover Story 
Dr. Staley Jackson 

An American Success Story and a True TrailBlazer 
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Howard University’s Impact 

Staley moved on to Howard University, but there 
was a little problem. 

“Although I was accepted to Howard, I had to 
pay my own way,” he said.  “Back then, tuition 
for each semester was a little over $100. That 
doesn’t seem like 
much, but my family 
certainly didn’t have 
money to help me 
through school. Fortunately, I 
had saved about $50 from odd jobs during the 
summer, so I was able to get though the first 
year. I had won the wrestling championship my 
freshman year, and went to the wrestling coach 
at the end of the year and told him I was sorry I 
wasn’t coming back. He was really upset, and I 
told him I just couldn’t afford it. He somehow 
found a scholarship for me and I was able to 
stay at Howard. I not only won the wrestling 
championship for three more years but batted 
.487 for the baseball team my junior year and 
was named to an All American team for our 
division.” 

Staley came out of college with a degree in 
Physical Education, but no job. 

Back to Montgomery County 

“One of my friends from Blair, Jerry Ricucci, 
was teaching at Walt Whitman High, and got me 
an interview to join the faculty there. The 
Principal at Whitman was Darryl Shaw, who 
had been my Principal at Blair. It seemed like 
most of the administrators at Whitman were 
former Blair people,” he noticed. “After a couple 
of years I asked Dr. Shaw for a raise. He said 
the only way to get one was to get an advanced 
degree, so I went back to school and earned a 
Master of Education from American University.” 

A New Career 

While at Howard Staley had injured his 
shoulder, and it never healed, curtailing his 
athletic career. “If Tommy John surgery had 
been a reality then, I might have been o.k., but 
it wasn’t,“ he said. “I did start getting interested 
in orthopedic surgery though, and began taking 
pre-med courses while coaching at UDC and 
helping start the Bowie State football program.” 

“I applied to 12 universities for medical school,” 
Staley said. But what I really, really wanted was 
to stay in the area and get an MD from Howard. 
For some reason I never figured out, they didn’t 
accept me. So I went to other schools for 

interviews. The first school that 
accepted me was Ohio State 
University, so that’s where I 
wound up going. I got a 
scholarship from a public health 
organization which enabled me 

to complete my education at Ohio State. I 
LOVED the school and the community. It was a 
great experience.” 

“After medical school I had to work in public 
health to pay off my scholarship, but they were 
able to place me in a facility in Arizona that had 
an orthopedic track,” he said. “I was able to use 
that assignment to help gain my certification in 
Orthopedic Surgery.” 

Staley eventually went into private practice as 
surgeon for more than 20 years, first in 
Alabama, then to New York City, and finally to 
North Carolina, where he lives now (in 
Lumberton, not far from Wilmington) Although 
he no longer performs surgery, he still practices 
medicine in orthopedics and occupational 
therapy, working mostly within disadvantaged 
and underserved communities. 

“I proved to myself, and I hope to others, that 
you can achieve your dreams if you have the will 
and the spirit. I always wanted to practice in 
Maryland,“ he told us, “but my career never went 
in that direction. I confess that when I come up 
from North Carolina and drive across the bridge 
into Maryland, I tear up sometimes. I have such 
great memories of my life there. It started off 
kind of rough but I still loved it, especially when 
I think about my friends that are there and my 
time at Blair. “ 
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ALUMNI ROLL CALL 
 

 
1944 
 

Janet Buckingham Bates 
lives in North Beach, MD. She 
was one of 11 on the MBHS 
Reunion Committee in 2002, 

there are now 3 left. She says they had a 
grand time for all those years!!  
 
1950 
 

Robert Nesbitt lives in Port 
Townsend, WA. He has been 
married for 63 years, has 4 
children and 8 grandchildren. 

He worked for the US Forest Service for 
30 years and then as a County Engineer 
for 15 years. 
 
Jim Griffin lives in Bradenton, FL. He 
had another great grandchild in 2020. 
Their family keeps growing; there are now 
15 grandchildren, 15 great grandchildren, 
and 2 great, great grandchildren. 
 
1951 

 
Lois Watts White lives in 
Silver Spring, MD. She had a 
great granddaughter in 2020 
and has attended all the class 

reunions except the 50th. 
 
1952 
 
Jane Richmond Lynn lives at Blakehurst 
Retirement Community in Towson, MD. 
She spends her free time making masks 
for charities and hospitals. She also 
makes quilts for Project Linus.  
 
1953 

 
Edward Chaney lives in 
Frederick, MD. He volunteers at 

Homewood Retirement Community. His 
church has been able to begin live 
services, so he has been attending.  
 
1954 
 

Charlie Barbot lives in Mount 
Airy, MD. In June he and Betty 
Denny (’55) celebrated their 
64th Wedding Anniversary. 
They have attended all of the 

class of ‘54 and ’55 reunions. 
 
1955 
 

Tom Patterson lives in 
Moorefield, WV. He and Judy 
celebrated their 60th Wedding 
Anniversary last August. He 

has only attended the 50th class reunion.  
 

Mary Lou Carol Heilman lives 
in Hilton, NY. She attended the 
50th class reunion and had a 
wonderful time. She says, 

“Thanks so much to the organizers.” 
 
Bob Irelan lives in Rancho 
Murieta, CA. He published his 
second mystery novel, 
“Justifiable--Murder in the 

Mountain State” in September 2020. He 
also published a few short stories in 
2020. Also adopted a 10-year-old female 
cat, Bai, who was pet of the month at the 
local animal shelter. 

 
William Argerie lives in 
Amherst, NY. He has been 
married for 63 years. They 
adopted two children as infants 

that are now 53 and 57. They have 9 
grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. 
He is retired and volunteering at a local 
hospital.  
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1956 
 

Charles & Donna Linkins 
Leonard live in Silver Spring, 
MD. They have been married 
for 64 years in February 2021. 

They have 5 grandchildren and 2 more 
great grandchildren on the way this year. 

 
Marylin Babin Jordan lives in 
Silver Spring, MD. She and her 
husband Henry became great 
grandparents in March of 2020 

to Cash Alexander Murphy. She has 
attended the 10th, 50th, and 60th class 
reunions.  
 

Myra Hirst Cannon lives in 
Olney, MD. She is missing her 
late husband Bucky. She was 
very happy to have married 
her high school sweetheart 

and enjoyed 65 years together. They 
attended all of Bucky’s ’55 class 
reunions and all of hers for ‘56. They both 
enjoyed attending Blair and she says 
“Blair days will always be with all of us!”  

 
Stuart Balderson lives in 
Glenwood, MD. He has only 
missed one class reunion, in 
1976. 
 

Bill Weinig lives in Warrenton, 
VA. He is the leader/manager of 
a small authentic 5-piece 
German band. They are called 

the Edelweiss Band and are most active 
during Oktoberfest. They can be found 
online at www.theedelweissband.com.  

 
Daniel Fallon lives in Santa Fe, 
NM. He is doing well in 
retirement and has continued 
his consulting on higher 

education, mostly in Germany. He and his 
wife often spend time with fellow 
classmate Roger Williams who also lives 
in New Mexico. He will be publishing a 
book in February, “Love’s Legacy: 
Viscount Chateaubriand and the Irish 
Girl.”  
 
1957 
 

Judy Anderson Campbell 
lives in Summit, NJ. She has 
attended 7 class reunions- the 
10th, 20th, 25th, 36th, 40th, 50th, 

and 60th. She also attended the Goodbye 
to Blair in 1998. Had fun at all of them! 
 

Don Graham lives in Derwood, 
MD. He is waiting for the 
pandemic to be over to go on 
another world cruise. Has been 

to all of the 1957 class reunions.  
 
Gloria Hong lives in Sandy 
Spring, MD. She is a 2018 
inductee of the Maryland 
Senior Olympics Hall of Fame. 

She has also attended all 6 of the class 
reunions.  
 
1958 

 
Allan Bernstein lives in 
Rockville, MD. He has been to 
at least 20 class reunions.  

 
Judy Ireland is still living in 
Rockville, MD. She has been 
retired for 14 years. She would 
like to hear from her fellow 

classmates if anyone lives in the area, 
she only emails and isn’t on Facebook. 
Her email address is 
tinkersam@comcast.net.  
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Jack Reges retired to 
Melbourne, Florida in 1997. Lost 
his wife Patricia Ann Warfield 
Reges (’58) in January 2019. He 

would love to hear from old classmates 
and his email is jackreges@yahoo.com. 
 

Betsy Stanley Thomas lives in 
Silver Spring, MD. She has 
attended all the class reunions 
except the last informal one in 

Ocean City.  
 
1959 
 

Rita Fisher Sakitt lives in Saint 
James, NY. She retired after 
46.5 years as a Professor of 
Sociology and Anthropology. 

She lost her husband, Mark, after 57 
years of marriage.  

 
Nancy Pursell Schulze lives in 
Rockville, MD. She has attended 
all 6 class reunions since 
graduating. 
 
Edna Lyle Sidell lives in 
Winchester, VA. She had a new 
great granddaughter in June. 
There is a total of 3 now.  

 
1960 

 
Chic Murray lives in Gig 
Harbor, WA. He is really 
enjoying the Facebook Group, 
“You Know you grew up in 

Downtown Silver Spring When…” where 
there are lots of references to MBHS. He 
has attended the 10th and 20th class 
reunions.  
 
 

Dr. Wendy Marlowe lives in 
Seattle, WA. She is still working 
full time as a clinical and 
forensic neuropsychologist. She 

was asked to submit a discussion to the 
Encyclopedia of Neuroscience, and it was 
accepted with minimal changes. 
 

John Fetty lives in Boynton 
Beach, FL. He found that turning 
80 was new/old. He wonders 
how many folks from MBH made 

it that far? And having watched the 
nonsense of late if they’d rather not have 
stayed around.  
 
1961 
 
William & Elizabeth Gay Patlen 
Sterling (62) live in San Jacinto, CA. 
They are very proud of their grandson 
who has become an actor. His latest two 
movies are The Good Lord Bird with 
Ethan Hawke and American Skin. They 
have attended 4 class reunions.  

 
Michael Hais lives in 
Pasadena, CA. He is working on 
his 5th book on US Politics to be 

published in Fall of 2021. He has moved 
from his home of 27 years to Pasadena, a 
block and a half from the end of the Rose 
Parade route. He looks forward to walking 
to the parade after the pandemic ends 
and it resumes. 

 
Charles P. Brenner, DDS lives 
in Salisbury, MD. He has 
attended every class reunion. 
 

1962 
 
Helen “Honey” Villalon 
Destrempes still lives in 
Charlottesville, VA for the past 46 
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years. Her son and sister live nearby. She 
loves being by the mountains. She 
recently rescued a toy poodle from the 
SPCA named Teddy who makes her 
laugh a lot. She misses her friends from 
Blair and would love to hear from them, 
her email is helenpoodle@gmail.com. 
  

Sara Barber Camilli lives in 
Hummelstown, PA. She 
continues to work full time as a 
literary agent. Her 10th grandchild 

was born in January. Her oldest 
grandchild is in her second year at the 
University of Michigan, from which she, 
her husband and her son graduated. 
 

Stephen De Ment lives in 
Gaithersburg, MD. He retired 
January 2021 and his wife 
Wanda retired in November 

2020. He is looking forward to not waking 
up at 3am for work and to catch up on all 
the things that have been on the back 
burner. Once the pandemic is over he 
hopes to travel, relax and enjoy baseball. 

 
Hugh Eagleton lives in 
Bethesda, MD. He is happy to 
still be above ground. He has 
retired from banking, Navy, and 

the FDIC. He has attended the 10th, 15th, 
20th, 25th, 30th, 35th, 40th, 50th class 
reunions as well as Blair’s 75th Birthday.  

 
Beverly Bell Kessler lives in 
Saint Augustine, FL. She and 
her husband Bob were able to 
survive COVID19 in December. 

They finalized the sale of their large 
Mitigation Bank Project in North Carolina. 
She wrote 3-chapter books- Through the 
Decades; My Lyrical Autobiography, 
Romantic Reflections and Trump the 

Decades of Government Abuse. She also 
posts videos on YouTube.  
 

Roger Pitt lives in Edmond, OK. 
He was planning to do a month-
long East coast trip last March 
from Orlando to Washington, DC 

but turned around after one night due to 
the pandemic. He is hoping to reschedule 
for this year.  
 

Fred Steele lives in Hilton Head 
Island, SC. He retired 11 years 
ago. He has been active in the 
Long Cove Club Community 

Organizations. He and his wife Debbe 
spend much of their time with golf and 
boating activities.  
 

Richard “Dick” Wade lives in 
Wellington, FL. He is expecting 
his 10th great grandchild in 
August. He has attended 2 class 

reunions and wishes he had attended 
more. Hopes for everyone to stay safe 
and well.  
 

1963 
 

Joel Block lives in Iselin, NJ. 
He has attended 7 class 
reunions.  
 
Alumni Association Hall of Fame 
Inductee Allen Chauvenet lives 
in Arlington, VA. He has 
survived a bizarre 2020 and is 

hoping for better years to come. He was 
only able to sail two regattas but won the 
district championship. He is now teaching 
chess online.  

 

Harriett Morgan Condon lives in 
Middleburg, VA. She is alive and 
well. Her grandkids are doing 
great in college. She has 6 dogs 

that keep her very busy.  
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Greg Mullendore lives in San 
Diego, CA. He says, “To Honor 
my Parents, Career Teacher and 
Computer Pioneer: Seek out 

good people, of my choosing, to mentor 
in investing very well, at no charge.” He 
attended all the Blair Reunions except his 
10th year since he had just moved to 
California. 
 
1964 
 

Lois Weyer Hamilton lives in 
Laurel, MD. Nothing new to 
report except doing repairs on 
the house. Only contact with 

people has been by phone or Facebook. 
 

Stephen Gillis lives in New 
Market, MD. He retired in 2012 
from NOAA in Silver Spring. He 
took a Viking River Cruise to 

Paris and Normandy. He and his wife 
Diane went on an Inner Passage Cruise 
to Alaska. 

 
Barbara Lynn Rabenhorst 
Potts lives in Fort Washington, 
MD. She has been to most of the 
Blair reunions in the past 30 

years. She says, “such fun seeing all the 
‘old’ familiar faces!” 

 
Raymond & Nancy Bates 
Young live in North Beach, MD. 
They will be celebrating their 50th 
Wedding Anniversary in April. He 

retired after 50 years in the Wholesale 
Business. They have 7 beautiful 
grandchildren. 
 

Kay Sneiderman Woodruff 
lives in Mountain Grove, MO. 
She took the trip of a lifetime in 
2020 to see Jordan, Israel and 

Egypt just before the pandemic hit. In late 
June they travelled to KS for a wedding 
and ended up looking at property in the 
Ozarks. They found the perfect place and 
moved in September. 
 
1965 
 

Gail Weinraub Leon lives in 
Silver Spring, MD. She has 
gotten together with old 
classmates for lunch. She has 

been to all the Blair Reunions, including 
the 50th. 
 

Betty Korth Greenberg lives in 
Bethesda, MD. She has 
attended 4 Blair Reunions; the 
10th year in 1975, 25th year in 

1990, the big one at the Strathmore and 
the 50th in 2015.  
 

Jeremy Raines lives in 
Deerfield Beach, FL. His chief 
interest in recent years has been 
in music. He performs with the 

JEM band which mostly plays at 
Clubhouse dances in his Florida village. 
He has also performed on PBS radio 
station WLRN. 

 
Richard Reiter lives in Cedar 
Grove, NJ. He is still playing 
music (sax, flute, clarinet and 
African drums) He is still happily 

married. He is frustrated that he can’t visit 
his 5 grandchildren. 
 
1966 

 
Suzanne McMillan Gaff lives in 
Little River, SC. In May 2020 
she earned a Bachelor’s in 
Studio Arts. She is now making 

ceramics and pottery in her home studio. 
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She is displaying and selling her 
photography and ceramics at Seacoast 
Artists Gallery in Myrtle Beach. 
 

Larry Levin lives in Las Vegas, 
NV. His foster son is moving 
back to Las Vegas and he has 
been busy setting up his first 

apartment. Looking forward to getting his 
Covid19 vaccination so he can visit 
friends back east again. 
 

Joseph Rosenfeld lives in 
Atlanta, GA. He retired 
September 2020 after 43 years 
of being in pediatric practice. 

He hopes to travel when the pandemic 
ends. 
 

Leslie Kirshbaum Shire lives 
in Tucson, AZ. Her youngest 
son David will be receiving his 
PhD in Marine Biology at the 

end of January 2021. He attended 
Rutgers University. 
 
1967 

 
Dennis Theoharis lives in 
Selbyville, DE. Their daughter 
Amber is the co-creator and co-
executive producer of the 

recently released HBO sports 
documentary “The Weight of Gold” which 
explores mental health challenges of 
Olympic athletes. 
 
1968 

 
Judith Peres lives in 
Washington, DC. She moved 
into DC near the Zoo just in time 
for Covid19 to shut everything 

down. She attended the 10th, 25th, 35th 
and 50th class reunions. 

 
Stephen Howard lives in 
Loveland, CO. The ‘67-’68 
winning football team was proud 
to place a plaque/tile dedicated 

to Pugliese, Ganz and Ricucci! 
 
1970 
 

Judy Hessler Blood lives in 
Ellsworth, ME. She retired 
following a 41-year public 
education career in NH and NY. 

She volunteers in Maine and the focus is 
food insecurity and senior programs. 
 
1971 
 

Marguerite Wason lives in 
Silver Spring, MD. She is 
officially retired as of September 
2020. She is enjoying life with 

more freedom even though it is different 
during these times. She attended her 
10th, 40th and 45th class reunions. 
 
1972 

 
Barbara Brooks Kaufmann 
lives in Dekalb, IL. She had a 
new grandbaby born during this 
pandemic year! She says, 

“Thank goodness for facetime!”  
 
1973 

 
Marcia McVicker Stubbs lives 
in Annapolis, MD. She moved 
back to MD from New Orleans in 
March 2020. She is looking 

forward to connecting with former 
classmates. 
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1974 
 

Tod Burke lives in 
Christiansburg, VA. He is 
enjoying retirement. He has 
been playing lots of tennis 

(singles only) and playing the drums 
(much to the displeasure of his 
neighbors). 
 
1975 
 

Kevin Moose lives in Silver 
Spring, MD. He is still teaching 
at Blair, this is his 21st year. His 
oldest daughter Betty is a senior 

at Blair and his middle child Eleanor is in 
the 10th grade at Blair. 
 
1980 
 

Karen Davis Huggins lives in 
Olney, MD. She is getting ready 
to celebrate 38 years of service 
as an Administrative Assistant 

for Vitro/ TRACOR/ Marconi/ BAE 
Systems. She is looking forward to 
retirement someday. 
 
1981 

 
Susan Combs Foushee lives in 
Bowie, MD. She and her 
husband Ronnie will celebrate 
their son Cameron’s graduation 

this May from Bowie High School. She 
sells commercial furniture for ACI, Inc. 
They are building a new deck at their 
home since they have 3 generations 
under one roof during this year of 
quarantine. 
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What’s Happening at Blair 
 

Longtime Blair Faculty Member is Named 
MCPS Top Support Professional 

 
For many of us, when we hear the word 
“faculty” we think first of then teachers, and 
then (maybe) the administrators. We 
sometimes overlook the dozens of faculty 
members who are part of the school’s day-to-
day support system. 
 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) 
never overlooks them.  
 
The school system has named Blair’s  
Claudine Biggs as the MCPS Supporting  
       Services Employee of the Year!  
 
Claudine has had three “tours of duty” at 
Blair totaling almost 20 years (note: she also 
spent 9 years at Silver Spring Intermediate 
International School, which is now housed in 
the original Blair Wayne Ave. buildings, so 
we’re going to give her credit for those years, 
too.). She is currently assistant to Blair 
Principal Renay Johnson. 
 
“Blair is really like family to me, literally, since 
my son Chris graduated from Blair in 2003 
and my daughter Stephanie graduated from 
Blair in 2005,” Claudine said. “I also know 
and deeply appreciate how much the Alumni 
Association does for our school.” 
 

 

Congratulations, 
Claudine!! 



        
  
 

BLAIR TEACHER HELPS LEAD 
VACCINATION EFFORTS FOR 

VULNERABLE POPULATIONS IN MOCO 
 
Teachers from schools across Montgomery 
County are leading the charge when it comes to 
helping people from vulnerable populations 
secure appointments. A Blair science teacher is 
one of the organizers of this terrific effort. 
 
Calling themselves the “Vaccine Hunters,” 
they’ve helped hundreds of older residents and 
those with limited access to the internet hunt 
down doses of the vaccine. 
 
“Our first week, we got over 220 seniors booked. 
It was amazing to hear the stories. They tug on 
your heartstrings, every single person you’re 
able to reach,” said Courtney Mason, who 
teaches biology and horticulture at Blair High.  

 
Courtney and the 
other leaders of the 
Vaccine Hunters have 
received area-wide 
recognition for their 
program. They told a 
local T.V. station they 
are working to simplify 
the sign-up process for 

everyone searching for a spot. 
 
“The communication is ridiculous. The state is 
doing one thing; the county is doing another 
thing. Nothing is in the same place,” said 
Courtney. 
 
Their shareable document lists many links to 
sign-up, when appointments become available, 
and what groups each site is vaccinating, all in 
one big spreadsheet. 
 
“These are all of your options, so take 
advantage of them all. Don’t just register, and sit 
back, and wait. That’s not going to be how it’s 
going to work,” she explained. 
. 
 
 

 
 
 

With more priority groups now eligible and more 
people learning the system, the hunters say 
they haven’t had as much success securing 
appointments in recent days. 
 
With appointments becoming tougher to find, 
even for them, they have switched their focus to 
advocating for equity. 
 
“We have to help the communities who are 
impacted the most. They need clinics close by. 
A lot of people we’ve spoken to are afraid to 
leave their house for ten minutes because of 
their health conditions,” said Courtney.. 
  

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening at Blair 
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Harry Theodore deMoll, Esq., died in 
God's Love, August 23, 2020 at his home, 
Liberty Woods, surrounded by his family 
and beloved pets. He is survived by his 
wife of fifty-four years, Joanne Brewer 
deMoll. Born April 29, 1943 in New 
Orleans, he was the son of the late 
Theodore Otto and Brenda Proctor deMoll. 
 
 
Harry deMoll (’61) was a passionate guy. 
Regardless of what was going on in his life, he 
was into it all the way. Just ask any of his friends 
and family. Harry was focused (probably from 
his military career), detail-oriented (probably 
from his legal background) and a fighter 
(probably from his biking experiences). Anyone 
who was part of Harry’s battle with cancer 
knows how hard he fought right up until he 
passed away last August. 
 
While he was at Blair, Harry played some 
football and was involved with the Spanish Club 
and the Safety Committee. His experience at 
Blair made a lasting impression on him, and his 
classmates remained among his closest friends 
for the rest of his life. 
 
Harry dedicated part of his life to serving his 
country as a Captain in the U.S. Air Force 
assigned to the Strategic Air Command. He 
served two tours in Vietnam, receiving an Air 
Medal and Three Oak Leaf Clusters. He 
participated in close to 100 combat missions 
defending the B-52 against radar directed 
attacks. 
 
He went on to get his B.S. degree from The 
University of Maryland, and an M.S. degree in 
Systems Management from The University of 
Southern California. He later earned his Juris 
Doctorate from the Maryland School of Law. 
 
He began practicing law with Richard 
Zimmerman in Frederick. His career spanned 
over forty years concentrating on Land Use,  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Construction Law and Small Business Law. He 
was President of the Frederick County Chamber 
of Commerce and was also appointed to the 
Frederick County Board of Education, serving 
for five years. 
 
In 2010, he retired from law practice to pursue 
one of his many interests, biking, which he 
started while in law school. He became a local 
celebrity in Frederick for his many biking 
adventures He loved to ride along the Danube 
River to Werbach, Baden-Wurttenberg, 
Germany where his great, great grandfather 
was born.  
 

One of Harry’s other passions was the Blair 
Class of 1961, and supporting Blair in any way 
he could. He was usually heavily involved in the 
’61 reunions and was an early member of the 
Alumni Association. After the Auditorium at the 
University Blvd campus was renamed ALUMNI 
HALL, Harry placed a tile on the Wall of Honor 
in memory of his late brother. Later, he 
coordinated efforts for his class to donate a tile 
in memory of two of their classmates who were 
killed in Vietnam. He even organized a mini 
reunion of classmates to view this tile. 

 

 
 
 

Stories from the ALUMNI HALL Wall of Honor 
 

Tribute to a Spiritual Family Man, Proud Veteran, and Blazer for Life 
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In every issue of the Alumni News over the past 
35 years we’ve mentioned the “Blair Spirit.” 
Often, we’ve used it in the context of explaining 
why graduates from Blair’s earliest years (yes, 
we still have Alumni Association members from 
the 1930’s) still treasure their Blair years so 
much that they have kept in touch with their 
classmates over many decades.  
 
The most frequent example we have used of the 
Blair Spirit has not been class reunions (every 
school has those) but rather the Tuesday Pizza 
Group. This is the group of Blair grads from the 
1940s that gathered weekly for Pizza and beer.) 
 
When asked to describe what made up the 
uniqueness of the Blair Spirit, many grads talk 
about Blair’s teachers and other faculty 
members. We wondered if these men and 
women who helped carry Blair’s traditions and 
pride across the classes and the decades had 
the Blair Spirit themselves, even though only a 
fraction of them were Blair grads. 
 
Welcome to Third Thursday Group.  
 
“We started meeting almost 20 years ago,” said 

Third Thursday co-founder Norm 
Stant, one of Blair’s longest-tenured 
teachers (1968-2004). “At first it was 
just a group of about 6 of us from the 
English Department. Then it 

gradually started growing as more former Blair 
faculty members found out about it. We meet at 
different venues, and sometimes throw in a Pot 
Luck event at someone’s home.” 
 
Like every other group, the Covid 19 pandemic 
forced a suspension of the get-togethers.  
 
“For a while we didn’t meet, then we decided to 
try having Zoom meetings, still on the Third 
Thursday of each month,” Norm continued. 
“That opened up the opportunity for former 
faculty members who have moved out of the 
area to participate. In January we had about 20 
people join us.” 
 

 
 
 
 
We had the pleasure of joining The Group for 
their February get-together. We got to meet 
several generations of teachers and 
administrators. It was very reminiscent of 
attending a class reunion. We went around to 
each of the dozen or so attendees and asked 
them about their Blair Years (or decades). As 
we did, we could see heads nodding and people 
smiling as they reminded each other of events 
and people many of them had forgotten but 
were happy to hear about again. 

 

 “I taught at Blair from 1994 to 
2000,” said Peter Kahl. “I started 
teaching 9th and 11th grade 
English, and eventually helped 
start the AP Language program. I 
worked in the portables, which had 

a culture of their own, being away from the 
buildings.” Peter, who now lives and works in 
Maine, noted that “My favorite year at Blair was 
1999-2000.because I was also teaching 
Journalism, which I loved.” 
 
Tom Mather (1972-1997) now 
lives in Sanibel, FL. “I taught 
Drama and was in charge of many 
of the school plays and shows. My 
favorite memory of Blair was when 
Dr. Paschal Emma became the 
new Blair Principal. I met with him to tell him 
about Blair’s legendary reputation for the 
highest quality dramatic and musical 
presentation. He said ‘I don’t care about quality 
or any of that stuff. I just need those plays and 
shows to make money because budgets are so 
tight.” (Note: Tom quoted Dr. Emma using a 
great impression of Dr. Emma’s voice and tone). 
 
Leslie Backus taught at Blair from 1983-2010 

and is also a Blair graduate (1968). “I 
also had three brothers who 
graduated from Blair, as well as a 
daughter,” she notes. “I taught 
Horticulture and Earth Science. The 

faculty was just like a class that is very close, 
sort of a family. Everyone looked out for each 
other, as well as for the students, of course. 

 Blair Teachers Also Carry on the Blair Spirit, Through the  
Third Thursday Group 
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Carol Tomayko (1985-2007) is another teacher 
who had Blair connections outside 
of her position on the faculty. “My 
son was a Blair student, and he 
wound up marrying a Blair 
graduate, Ming Lo (1993),” Carol 
said. (Note: Ming was a speaker at the Farewell 
to Blair Program in 1998 and went on to teach 
at Blair herself). Carol added that “My most vivid 
memory of Blair was when I first started. I 
certainly didn’t want anyone to know but I was 
terrified of the Seniors.” 
 
Another long-time teacher in the group is 
Suzanne Giacalone (1983-2013). “I have some 

very vivid memories of Blair and what 
made it special,” she said. “I was 
teaching Special Education English, 
and I shared a room with Sylvia 
Trumbower (1985-2004). We had a 

program where we helped these 
students who needed extra help by 
arranging for them to have jobs in the 
school. In some cases they learned 
skills that enabled them to make 
careers out of the work they started at Blair. It 
was very rewarding. Many of the other faculty 
members were in involved so it was a team 
effort.” 
 
Sara Josey (1994-2006) taught music and 

choral. She recalled some of the 
“challenges” of working in the 60 
year-old Wayne Ave. buildings 
before the University Blvd campus 
opened. “The Music Department 
was in the bottom of the 

Administration Wing of A Building. After a big 
rain or melting snow we would get water pouring 
down inside the windows. That wasn’t what was 
so bad-the problem was it caused the rats to 
come out looking for other places to hide.” 
 
Norm Stant, who served as the Senior Class 

advisor for more than 30 years, 
running graduations, etc., 
regaled the group with his 
“interview” for his first job at 
Blair. “It was a brutally hot 
summer day in 1968 and I was 
just out of college,” Norm said. 

 
 “I went for my interview and out walked Lenore 
Lavery, the Vice Principal. She 
said ‘Can you help me zip up? I 
have a tee time in 20 minutes so 
we have to make this short. Are 
you stronger in British Lit of 
English Lit?’ I meekly said ‘I guess English Lit. 
She said “Great. You are teaching English Lit to 
Seniors.’ I just then realized I would be exactly 
four years older than my students.”  
 
The last former teacher we spoke with was 
Vicki Adamson (1983-2018). She taught 

English at Blair and also 
worked in other schools in the 
county. Vicki became a little 
emotional just thinking and 
talking about the people she 
worked with and her time at 
our school. “One of the things 
that I loved most about Blair 

as a faculty member,” she said, “was the 
support we got from the Administration. For 
most of my time there Phil 
Gainous was the Principal.  He 
was always true to the teachers, 
and worked in best our interests. 
He firmly believed that 
supporting his staff was the best 
way to assure the students were going to get the 
very best Blair experience.” 
 
It’s easy to realize, after meeting and talking to 
these wonderful educators, that the Blair Spirit 
permeated the buildings, and the athletic fields, 
and the community. It wasn’t just something that 
students experienced. These faculty members, 
and thousands like them, made sure that the 
next group of Blair students understood how 
important that spirit was.  
 
If these teachers didn’t have that spirit, why 
would so many get to Blair and spend all (or 
most) of their careers there? What was it about 
Blair? 
 
As we students like to say, “If you weren’t there, 
you’ll just never understand.” 
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1971 is Planning for Their 50 Year 

Reunion 
 

The Class of '71 50th Reunion 
is still in the planning stages 
while we try to work through 
this pandemic.  We are still 
looking for classmates and 
would appreciate any help we 
can get with that.  We have a 
poll to be answered as well: 
 

      Would you like a Virtual 
Reunion or a Face-to-Face 
Reunion at a regular venue? 
All answers can be sent to 
Sharon Levy Ricucci 
@ srlevy5@aol.com 
 

Also, we are asking our 
classmates to make a small donation towards 
our reunion and to have a Commemorative Tile 
for our 50th reunion put on our Alumni Hall. 
Please contact me for more information. 
 

Once we work out where to have our affair 
based on your responses, we will send out an 
update. We are still looking at Oct. 2021. 
      

        
 

 
 
 

We Hear Blair Everywhere 
If you do not think that virtually everyone is only 
6 degrees from Blair, consider this obituary of 
noted actor Hall Holbrook. 
 

“One of Holbrook’s last movie roles was in the 
Stephen Spielberg film ‘Lincoln.’ He played 
influential Lincoln advisor Francis Preston 
Blair.” Byron Jennings played his son, 
Montgomery Blair. 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Class of 1966 Holds Its First 
Virtual Holiday Reunion 

 

For many years, the members of the Class of 
1966 have been gathering for an annual Drop-
In Holiday Party at Clyde’s in Rockville. The 
attendees were all D.C. area grads, but they still 
attracted anywhere from @ 10-20 “regulars” and 
some new people each year. 
 
Of course, this past December the covid 
pandemic made that impossible for 2020. Being 
true Blazers, this didn’t deter the Class of ’66. 
They decided to host a Virtual Holiday Reunion 
for their classmates. 
 
They were thrilled as 71 classmates 
participated. They were Zooming in from 21 
different states and five foreign countries 
(Mexico, Canada, Italy, Israel, and England). 
Several of the participants had not attended any 
reunions and were able to reunite with their 
classmates for the first time in more than 50 
years. The event was originally scheduled for a 
Friday night, but was switched to Saturday so 
the three classmates who are now Rabbis could 
attend (they all did). 
 
Despite some technical glitches everyone had a 
great time and decided to hold a Virtual 55 Year 
Reunion on June 17, the date on which they 
originally graduated. If covid is hampering your 
reunion plans, they would recommend a virtual 
reunion for anyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reunion Corner 

Is your class having a Reunion this year (or 
next)? Please let us know as soon as you 

have any information so we can help get the 
word out to your classmates! 
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Support Our Scholarship and Special Projects 
Fund Efforts by Purchasing a Tile for the   

                ALMUNI HALL Wall of Honor 
                         You Can Help Even More Blair Students Move on to the Next Level of the   
                      Education While Honoring Our School, Your Class, Your Family, Your Blair  
                                           Teachers, or Other Members of the Blair Family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the more than 200 Blair grads, faculty members, and Blair community 
supporters who have expressed their appreciation for what Blair meant to them. In 
addition to the tens of thousands of dollars provided as scholarships to graduating 
seniors, your donations have allowed us to help the school in many, many ways. 

We hope to be able to increase our Scholarship Awards again in 2021, and the 
Alumni Association is also supporting the continued upgrading of ALUMNI HALL, the 
activities of several school clubs and Departments, and other school projects. 

You can purchase your tile in any one of these three sizes: 
 

For size options, pricing and to order your Individual, Class or Memorial tile, just go to 
http://www.bricksrus.com/donorsite/blairalumni 
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2021 Scholarship and Special Projects Fund Contributors 
Our Thanks to these Blair graduates, faculty, family member, and friends for their generous support of the 

Blair Alumni Association (as of February 15, 2021) 
 
Susan Kuskin Gerstel ‘60 
Stephen Gillis ‘64 
Richard Glass ‘58 
Adele Steiner Golden ‘66 
Barbara Ann Pemberton Gray 
‘59 
Sandy Landman Gurshman 
‘60 
Susan Lee Harris ‘64 
Mary Lou Carol Heilman ‘62 
Anne Lynn Rankin Hill-
Fessenden 
Nancy Roberts Hise ‘71 
John Holt ‘55 
Gloria Hong ‘57 
Stephen Howard ‘68 
David Hudgel ‘61 
Karen Davis Huggins ‘80 
Sonny Iacangelo ‘59 
Cicily Davis Iacangelo ‘61 
Allan Jaffe ‘62 
Dana Johannes ‘57 
Jeff Johnson ‘81 
Dee Jolles ‘62 
Marylin Babin Jordan ‘56 
Eileen Redmond Joy ‘55 
Hinda Gordon Kahn ‘64 
Barry Haberman Keller ‘66 
Barbara Desind Kernan ‘56 
Pam “Pansy” Hirst 
Kirschenmann ‘51 
Dr Thomas Klechak ‘58 
Arlene Hoffman Lamark ‘60 
Ronne Larson ‘67 
Moira Cargill LaVeck ‘73 
Elaine Knobler Leach ‘56 
Loretta Taylor Lechlider ‘65 
Sherri Wise Legere ‘61 
Edgar Lewis ‘59 
John Long ‘55 
Pat Butler Lynagh ‘57 
Pamela Blevins Matthies ‘66 
Dotty Mayer ‘60 
John McConnell ‘65 
Frank Meyerle ‘55 
Susan Gibson ‘63 
Sam Musgrove ‘53 
Leslie Wolin Neff ‘63 
Donald Neff ‘63 
Joanne Ochsman ‘73 
George Pappas ‘69 
Theodore Parker ‘54 
Ann Gummel Pease ‘50 
Priscilla Fritter Peterson ‘64 
James & Judith Atwood 
Pinkston ‘56 
Roger Pitt ‘62 
Richard Pizer ‘61 
Joel Pollack ‘67 
Barbara Lynn Rabenhorst 
Potts ‘64 
Gordon Powers ‘55 
Sarah (Elizabeth) Pugh ‘60 
Sharon Mahaney Pyle ‘66 

Richard Reiter ‘65 
Troy Robinson ‘54 
Ellen Morris Rubin ‘68 
Pat Hartman Russell ‘59 
Bill Salter ‘53 
Lorin Sarbacher ‘65 
Bruce Sartwell ‘65 
Michael Schechter ‘64 
Anne Rothman Schenof ‘63 
Doris Lee Smith Schneider 
‘52 
John Schwenzer ‘63 
Doris Louft Seckman ‘61 
Herb Sehorn ‘49 
Ruth Hallman Sentelle ‘55 
Roney Troxler Shawe ‘49 
Kim & Jane Beck Sherman 
‘59 
Leslie Kirshbaum Shire ‘66 
Harriet Golden Smith ‘71 
Joan Norris Smith ‘56 
Merrill Smith ‘80 
Arlene Macklin Spund ‘58 
Wilbur “Bill” Stauffer ‘51 
Bill Stein ‘57 
William & Elizabeth Gay 
Patlen Sterling ‘61 
Marcia McVicker Stubbs ‘73 
Harry Stubbs ‘86 
Michael Thieroff ‘59 
Erol Torun ‘76 
Virginia Nordvedt Van Meter 
‘63 
Richard Wade ‘62 
Gary Waters ‘61 
Arch Webster ‘56 
Roberta Smith Wilhelm ‘65 
Richard Will ‘73 
Annette Taylor Williams ‘60 
Jean Crum Williams ‘62 
Joseph Wolinsky ‘60 
Susan Kantor Zepeda ‘63 
 
PARTICIPANT LEVEL 
William Argerie ‘55 
Beverly Potler Barnhard ‘67 
Phillip DeVore ‘53 
Dr Richard Edelman ‘61 
Cindy Bahn Oser ‘60     
  

The Alumni Association is Proud to 
Recognize These Members for Their 

Leadership in Support of Our                 
Scholarship and Special Projects Fund 

Thus Far in 2021 
 

Double Platinum Level Contributors 

 

 

Bill Mason ’62   Rich Cohen ’59  Jeff McClellan ‘60 

 

 

          Dan Dickson ‘62    Rich Hozik ‘69 
 

Platinum Level Contributors 

 

 

           Nora Roberts ’68   Tim Wagner ‘62 
 

 

Gold Level Contributors 
 

  
Allen Chauvenet ’63   Peter deVos ’66   John Wood ‘68 

 

 
 

           Bill Oppenheim ’62    Charlie Wendal ‘64 
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Welcome New Members 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1957 
Linda Watts Delchamp 

Carol Lathrop 
 

1960 
Martha Bonnie Johannes 

Terry 
 

1961 
Harvey Browne 

Donna Staubs Will 
 

1964 
Ed Higgins 

 
1965 

Gail Einbinder Becker 
 

1966 
Joel Goodman 

Jessie Craver Higgins 
 

1967 
Jeff Miskin 

 
1968 

John Grundmann 
 

1970 
John Castellot 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1974 
Ted Meyer 

 
1980 

Klaus Whitney 
 

1984 
Paulette Dawes 

 
1988 

Christine Stimpson 
 

1994 
Kenyetta Latney 

 
1995 

Adley Shepherd 
 

1999 
Ransford Tetteh 

 
 

2001 
Muronji Inman-McCraw 

 
2003 

Fatima Alami 
Roberto Guevara 

 
2004 

John Ly 
Jonathan Jomo Evans 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2010 

Cornelia Beckett 
 

2012 
Elisabeth Dupre 

 
2013 

Bryan Cardoso 
 

2014 
Bianca Clark 

 
2015 

Sidi Traore 
 

2016 
Rosa Mendoza Arias 

Jerusalem Kitila 
 

2017 
Ryan Bacchus 

 
2018 

Raul Gonzalez 
 

Faculty 
Sara Josey (1995-2016) 
Peter Kahl (1994-2000) 
Judy Smith (1982-2020) 

Montgomery Blair High School                
Alumni Association                                            

P.O. Box 1434                                         
Ellicott City, MD 21042 
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