






The End 
Is At 
Hand 

With a look of relief etched on their faces , Phuoc Le 
and Doug Green leave school contemplating that night's 
homework. 

We somehow made it through all of the 
ups and downs of the school year. On many 
occassions, we thought that we would not 
even make it through the next minute . As 
always, there were challenges to be met and 
obstacles to overcome, but nothing stopped 
us. Getting used to new teachers and stu­
dents, more homework than the previous 
year, final exams, and the school's "new 
face " , were just some of the things that we 
saw. The months just seemed to creep up on 
us; before we knew it, May was on its way 
out. For seniors, this time proved more emo­
tional than years past; we experienced both 
sadness and joy. The events of 1980-81 
were, in one phrase; different and more 
special Ithan all years past . 

We had a diversity of experiences with a 
diversity of people in a diversity of settings. 

As she awaits her bus, Adriana Sanchez takes time out 
to discuss Mr. Reluzco's Spanish class with Jose Garcia. 

While Yvany Perry tells a joke to Donna Epstein and 
Lucy McKay, Susan Kivela makes her way out of " A" 
building. 

212 Closing 
Advertisements 213 



Because They Are 
Free ... 

On January 20, 1981, the 52 Americans 
held captive in Iran were released. It was a 
day filled with suspense and joy, for no one 
was really certain whether or not they would 
actually be freed . The day of their release 
happened to correspond with the day that 
President Ronald Reagan took his oath of 
office. 

After over 400 days of captivity, the hos­
tages became the subjects of serious negotia­
tions. It was rumored that they would 
be released the day before the presidential 
election, a rumor that many believed would 
assure the reelection of Jimmy Carter. But, 
as was the case of previous negotiations with 
the militants, this was just a false hope. 
Therefore, when it was hinted that the hos­
tages would be released on Inauguration 
Day, many thought that this was another 
cruel trick of the Iranians. 

That day was filled with anticipation and 
joy; we had a new president and would be 
seeing our fellow Americans whom we had 
not seen in 444 days. We watched the dra­
matic take-off from an Iranian airport with 
the feeling of relief in our hearts. After a few 
hours, they landed in Algiers, the country 
that had arbitrated the negotiations between 
the U.S. and Iran. We witnessed the mixed 
feelings expressed on the faces of the for­
mer hostages as they stepped down onto 
free soil and we empathised with each indi­
vidual. 

A backdrop for the release of the hos­
tages was the inauguration of President Rea­
gan. A few changes were made for his taking 
of the oath: he was inauguarated on the west 
side of the Capitol BUilding, a white platform 
was attached to the Capitol, he did not 
choose to walk to the ceremonies as former 
president Carter had and his party dressed 
in formal morning suits . As his campaign 
signs had promised, it was "a time for 
change. " 

As they ride down Pennsylvannia Avenue toward 
#1600, President and Mrs. Reagan wave to the thou· 
sands of onlookers. 

After having been sworn in as Vice· President , George 
Bush acknowledges the applause of his supporters. 
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The yellow ribbons tied beside " Old Glory" symbolize 
the hope and faith the American people during the 444 
days Iran held 52 American Embassy employees hos­
tage. 

~rms .raised in the Victory sign, Bruce Laingen, Charge 
d affairs of the American Embassy in Iran, displays his 
joy at finally returning to American soil. 

While waiting for the bus that was especially chartered 
for the former hostages to leave the White House 
Richard Queen chats with members of other hostages: 
families . 
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Happy 
Birthday! 

On January 14, 198 1, we were honored 
with the presence of a dynamic performer, 
Stevie Wonder. It was truly an exhilarating 
surprise for the majority of us. The day of 
this visit was marked by a series of . . . 
abnormal incidents. There were electric stir­
rings about a surprise visit of some sort. 
Teachers were " advising" their students to 
go to a voluntary assembly. And, finally, Mr. 
Villani delivered a rather cryptic announce­
ment about this very special assembly. As 
we approached the doors of the auditorium, 
students and teachers sensed an atmosphere 
fraught with excitement. We heard people 
buzzing that Stevie Wonder was coming to 
school. Many of us thought that these stu­
dents were just joking. Then the rumor was 
confirmed. 

We patiently waited in our hard-won seats 
for the " wonder man" to emerge from the 
wings of the stage. After more than ten min­
utes of anxious waiting, Stevie Wonder was 
escorted to center stage, and greeted by the 
screams of delighted students. Following a 
few moments of a standing ovation, Mr. 
Wonder began to talk to us about his mis­
sion, to have Congress declare Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr .'s birthday a federal holiday. 
He spoke of the leader's contributions and 
how we, future leaders, should embrace Dr. 
King's philosophy. After about fifteen min­
utes of talking, he gave soulful renditions 
from his " Songs In The Key Of Life" album. 
As a finale to an emotion-filled visit , he led 
us in singing his current hit , " Happy Birth­
day to Va," a salute to Dr. King. 

It was certainly an event to remember; 
one teacher commented that it was the first 
time that she had seen someone have total 
control over the students during an assem­
bly. The audience felt , however, that the 
performance did not last long enough. But, 
as Stevie said , " After all , 'ya did get it for 
free!" 

During one of the more moving moments of his visit , 
Steveie Wonder gives a soulful rendition of that familiar 
tune, " Happy Birthday." 

After seeing Stevie Wonder in the auditorium Natalie 
Brown, Mrs. Harleston, Darryl Wilson, Mr. Ifkovits, 
Chris Burton, Charles Sanders, and Jackie J ohnson 
were the lucky few who got to meet him personally. 
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